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imagination the freest and most daringly original of
mortals; beneath his humble bearing slumbered an
almost overweening confidence in his own powers and
genius. " Far back in my memory ", he says," existed
the thought that in every generation there are two
or three who are sacrificed for others, who are employed
to discover amidst terrible suffering truths whereby
others benefit; and, hea^vy of heart, I found the under-
standing of myself in the fact that I had been chosen
for this purpose."1 Perhaps Kierkegaard was right
in his proud conviction; but, whether or no, the
terrible brand of anomaly and exception lay on him
from the beginning ; and an uncomfortable, unhappy
exception of genius he remained to the last.
In spite of his parsimony, Kierkegaard's father was
anxious to give his youngest son the best education he
could; accordingly, at the age of seventeen Soren
became a student at the University of Copenhagen.
It was unfortunate, considering the fateful shadow
which the harsh pietism of his home had thrown on his
life, that Soren should have turned to philosophy and
theology at the University ; but it could hardly have
been otherwise. These studies had, at least, the
advantage that they plunged him at once into the
all-absorbing interest of his subsequent life, his conflict
with Hegel In the thirties of last century theology
in Denmark—as in Germany itself—was dominated
by Hegelian speculation; and Kierkegaard's origin-
ality as a thinker first showed itself in his antagonism
to the Hegelian standpoint, in the religious controversies
of the time.
Meanwhile a terrible catastrophe took place in
Kierkegaard's life when he reached his twenty-fifth
year. What the catastrophe consisted of he never
tells us. " Then it was ", he says, " that the great
earthquake took place, the terrible revolution, which
suddenly compelled me to seek a new, unimpeachable
interpretation of all phenomena. I had a presentiment
* Samkde VarJker, td. fit., XIII, p. 566.

